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Preface

The diversity of Lincoln’s genius is nowhere
more apparent than in the innumerable quaint say-
ings and epigrammatic phrases which he originated
and which have become household words to all
Americans. These gems of thought and expression,
these quaint conceits and homely similes, as far as
they appear in his authenticated writings and
speeches, are here gathered together and arranged
roughly by their subject matter. They are selected
from The Complete Works of Abrakam Lincoln,* and
the reference at the end of each is to the volume
and page of that work.

* The Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln, edited by John
G. Nicolay and John Hay. New and enlarged edition. 12 vols.
8vo. New York, Francis D. Tandy Company.
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Anthology of Sayings of
Abraham Lincoln.

HoUSE DiIvIDED AGAINST ITSELF

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” I
believe this government cannot endure permanently
half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union
to be dissolved—I do not expect the house to fall—
but I do expect it will cease to be divided.—
Speech at Springfield, Ill., June 106, 1858, vol. 111,

p. 1.
WiTH MALICE TOWARD NONE

With malice toward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are inj to
bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and
his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish
a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all
nations. Second Inaugural Address, Mar. {4,
1805, vol. X1, p. 40.

3
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" GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE

We here highly resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall
have a new birth of freedom; and that government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth. Gettysburg Address, Nov.
19,1863, v0l.IX, p. 2I0.

VIOLATION OF LIBERTY

Let every man remember that to violate the law
is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear
the charter of his own and his children’s liberty.——
Lyceum Address, Jan. 27, 1837, vol. I, p. 43.

READING THROUGH AN EAGLE

The plainest print cannot be read through a gold
eagle. Speech at Springfield, Ill., June 20, 1857.
vol. I1, p. 338.

PowEeR OF PUBLIC OPINION
In this age, and in this country, public sentiment
is everything. With it, nothing can fail; against it,
nothing can succeed. Notes for Speeches, Oct. I,
1858, vol. IV, p. 222.

CONTROLLED BY EVENTS

I claim not to have controlled events, but confess
plainly that events have controlled me. Letter to
4. G. Hodges, Apr. 4, 1864, vol. X, p. 68,
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CLEAR BEFORE HIS OWN CONSCIENCE

At least I should have done my duty, and have
stood clear before my own conscience. Memoran-
dum, Aug. 23, 1804, vol. X, p. 204.

INFLEXIBILITY OF PRINCIPLE

Important principles may and must be inflexible.
Last Public Address, Apr. 11, 1805, Vol. XI,

p. 92,

ORIGIN OF THE WILL

Will springs from the two elements of moral sense
and self-interest—Speech at Springfield, Ill., June
20,1857, vol. II, p. 338.

EASTERN APHORISM

It is said an Eastern monarch once charged his
wise men to invent him an aphorism to be ever in
view, and which should be true and appropriate in
all times and situations. They presented him the
words, “And this, too, shall pass away.” Agricul-
tural Address, Sept. 30, 1859, vol. V, p. 2535.

DEMAND FOR FAcCTS

No man has needed favors more than I, and, gen-
erally, few have been less unwilling to accept them;
but in this case favor to me would be injustice to the
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ForR THE MAN WHO WORKS

I am always for the man who wishes to work.
Indorsement of Application for Employment, Aug.
15,1804,v0l. X, p. 192.

MEN MORE THAN MONEY

Gold is good in its place, but living, brave, patri-
otic men are better than gold. Response to a Sere-
nade, Nov. 10, 1804, vol. X, p. 204.

RARE WANT ENCOURAGED

The lady bearer of this says she has two sons who
want to work. Set them at it if possible. Wanting
to work is so rare a want that it should be encouraged.
Note to Major Ramsey, Oct. 17, 1801, vol, XI,
p. 120.

LINCOLN THE HIRED LABORER

I am not ashamed to confess that twenty-five years
ago I was a hired laborer, mauling rails, at work on
a flatboat—just what might happen to any poor man’s
son. I want every man to have a chance. Speech
at New Haven, Conn., Mar. 0, 1800, vol. V, p. 301I.

CAUSES OF POVERTY

If any continue through life in the condition of the
hired laborer, it is not the fault of the system, but be-
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PLACE IN HEAVEN CHEAP

You say you would almost give your place in
heaven for seventy or eighty dollars. Then you value
your place in heaven very cheap, for I am sure you
can, with the offer I make, get the seventy or eighty
dollars for four or five months’ work. Letter to
John D. Johnston, Jan. 2, 1851, vol. I1, p. I45.

IMPORTANCE OF INDUSTRY

You do not very much dislike to work, and still
you do not work much, merely because it does not
seem to you that you could get much for it. This
habit of uselessly wasting time is the whole difficulty;
it is vastly important to you, and still more so to your
children, that you should break the habit. It is more
important to them, because they have longer to live,
and can keep out of an idle habit before they are in
it, easier than they can get out after they are in.
Letter to John D. Johnston, Jan. 2, 1851, vol. 11,

#-144.

WAGES OF LABORERS AND PRESIDENTS

An honest laborer digs coal at about seventy cents
a day, while the President digs abstractions at about
seventy dollars a day. The coal is clearly worth
more than the abstractions, and yet what a monstrous
inequality in the prices. Speech on Internal Im-
provements, June 20, 1848, vol. I, p. 37.
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POSTERITY PAYS NO WAGES

Few can be induced to labor exclusively for pos-
terity; and none will do it enthusiastically.——
Temperance Address, Feb. 22, 1842, vol. I, p. 201.

INSPIRATION OF HOPE IN LABOR__ .

Free labor has the inspiration of hope; pure slav-
ery has no hope. The power of hope upon human
exertion and happiness is wonderful. On Slavery,
July 1, 1854, v0l. I1, p. 1835.

SELF-INTEREST UNIVERSAL

Unless among those deficient of intellect, every-
body you trade with makes something.——A4ddress
on Negro Colonization, Aug. 14, 1802, vol. VIII,

b7
ADVANCEMENT THE UNIVERSAL ORDER.

Advancement—improvement in condition—is the
order of things in a society of equals. Fragment
on Slavery, July 1, 1854, vol. II, p. 185.

CURSE OF THE SHIFTED BURDEN

As labor is the common burden of our race, so the
effort of some to shift their share of the burden onto
the shoulders of others is the great durable curse of
the race.——Fragment on Slavery, July 1,1854, vol.
11, p. 185.
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Musrt HAVE A JoB

You must make a job for the bearer of this—make
a job of it with the collector and have it done. You
. can do it for me and you must. Letter to James
Pollock, Aug. 15, 1801, vol. V1, p. 344.

LABOR AND ITS PrODUCT

Inasmuch as most good things are produced by
labor, it follows that all such things of right belong
to those whose labor has produced them. But it has
so happened, in all ages of the world, that some have
labored, and others have without labor enjoyed a
large proportion of the fruits. This is wrong, and
should not continue. To secure to each laborer the
whole product of his labor, or as nearly as possible,
is a worthy subject of any good government. Tar-
riff Discussion, Dec. 1, 1847,wol. I, p. 307.

“MUuD-SILL” LABOR THEORY

A Yankee who could invent a strong-handed man
without a head would receive the everlasting grati-
tude of the “mud-sill” advocates. Agricultural
Address, Sept. 30, 1859, vol. ¥V, p. 251.

WANTS TO SEE THE MONEY

We would always be easily satisfied, provided we
could see the money—but whatever fee we earn at a
distance, if not paid before, we have noticed, we
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SATAN AND THE BIBLE

He has warred upon them as Satan wars upon the
Bible. Reply at Alton Debate, Oct. 15, 1858,

vol. V,p. 45.

GOD AND THE RIGHT PREVAIL
C—

If we do right God will be with us, and if God is
with us we cannot fail——Proclamation for Day of
Prayer, July 7, 1804, vol. X, p. 149.

PROBABILITY OF REVELATION

If it is probable that God would reveal His will to
others on a point so connected with my duty, it might
be supposed He would reveal it directly to me.
Reply to Committee from Religious Denominations
of Chicago, Ill., Sept. 13, 1862, vol. VIII, p. 29.

MEN NOT FLATTERED BY VERACITY

Men are not flattered by being shown that there
has been a difference of purpose between the Al-
mighty and them. Letter to Thurlow Weed,
Mar. 15,1805, v0l. X1, p. 54.

NEITHER MAGIC NOR MIRACLE

The way these measures were to help the cause was
not to be by magic or miracles. Letter to Gharles
D. Robinson, Aug. 17, 1804,wol. X. p. 194.
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expecting God to favor their side; for one of our sol-
diers . . . said that he met with nothing so dis-
couraging as the evident sincerity of those he was
among in their prayers. Reply to Committee
from the Religious Denominations of Chicago, Ill.,
Sept. 13, 1862, vol. VIII, p. 29.

PRAYERS TO THE SAME GOD

Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same
God; and each invokes His aid against the other. It
may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a
just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from
the sweat of other men’s faces. Second Inaugural
Address, Mar. 4, 1805, vol. XI, p. 45.

VALUE OF EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING

Extemporaneous speaking should be practised and
cultivated. It is the lawyer’s avenue to the public.
Notes for a Law Lecture, July 1, 1850, vol. I1,

p. I41.

FoLLY OF SUSPICION AND JEALOUSY

The way for a young man to rise is to improve him-
self every way he can, never suspecting that anybody
wishes to hinder him. Allow me to assure you that
suspicion and jealousy never did help any man in any
situation. There may sometimes be ungenerous at-
tempts to keep a young man down; and they will
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BEST OF A BAD BARGAIN

If you make a bad bargain, hug it all the tighter.
Letter to Joshua F. Speed, Feb. 25, 1842, vol.
I1,p.213.

FORCE OF UNIVERSAL FEELING

A universal feeling, whether well or ill-founded,
cannot be safely disregarded. Speech at Peoria,
Ill., Oct. 16, 1854, vol. 11, p. 207.

PINCHED TOES AND BAD MOTIVES

Ready are we all to cry out and ascribe motives
when our own toes are pinched. Letter to Gen.
Rosecrans, Mar. 17, 1803, vol. VIII, p. 2286.

How T0 MAKE FRIENDS

“A drop of honey catches more flies than a gallon
of gall.” So with men. If you would win a man to
your cause, first convince him that you are his sincere
friend. Therein is a drop of honey which catches
his heart, which, say what he will, is the great high-
road to his reason. Temperance Address, Feb.
22,1842,v0l. 1, p. 197.

MAXIM TO REMEMBER

Now, boy, on your march, don’t you go and forget
the old maxim that “one drop of honey catches more
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'AcT WELL YOUR PART

He who does something at the head of one regi-
ment, will eclipse him who does nothing at the head
of a hundred. Letter to Gen. Hunter, Dec. 31,
1801,v0l. V11, p. 70.

MILITARY SUCCESSES WANTED

Only those generals who gain successes can set up
dictators. What I now ask of you is military suc-
cess, and I will risk the dictatorship. Letter to
Gen. Hooker, Jan. 20,1803, vol. V111, p. 207.

No HoLIDAYS IN WAR TIMES

War does not admit of holidays.——Letter to T.
H. Clay, Oct. 8, 1862, vol. V111, p. 55.

ROSE-WATER WARFARE

Would you drop the war where it is? Or would
you prosecute it in future with elderstalk squirts
charged with rose-water?P——Letter to Cuthbert
Bullitt, July 28, 1862, vol. V1I, p. 297.

CARRIED AWAY BY COWARDLY LEGS

1f the Lord gives a man a pair of cowardly legs,
how can he help their running away with him?
Telegram to Gen. Meade, Sept. 11, 1803, vol, IX,

p.II7.
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GENERALSHIPS NOT PLENTIFUL

You must know that major-generalships in the
regular army are not as plenty as blackberries.
Telegram to R. Yates and William Butler, Apr. 10,
1862,vol. VII, p. 145. '

LET THE CROP GO TO WASTE

I believed that General Meade and his noble army
had expended all the skill, and toil, and blood, up
to the ripe harvest, and then let the crop go to waste.
Letter to Gen. Howard, July 21, 1803, vol.

IX, p. 39.

BoArD AT HOME AND ATTACK ENEMY.

I understand the main body of the enemy is very
near you, so near that you could “board at home,” so
to speak, and menace or attack him any day. Tele-
gram to Gen. Rosecrans, Oct. 4, 1803, vol. I1X, p.

I154.

‘ANIMAL VERY SLIM SOMEWHERE

If the head of Lee’s army is at Martinsburg and
the tail of it on the plank road between Fredericks-
burg and Chancellorsville, the animal must be very
slim somewhere. Could you not break him?
Telegram to Gen, Haoker, June I4, 1803, wvol,
VIIL, p. 315. '
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FLOURISHING ON THE SKEWHORN PRINCIPLE

Doubtless a small force of the enemy is flourishing
about in the northern part of Virginia on the “skew-
horn” principle. Telegram to Gov. Curtin, Apr.
28,1803, vol. VIII, p. 257.

HoLp PosiTION AND HIVE ENEMY

If you can hold your present position, we shall
hive the enemy yet. Telegram to Gen., McClel-
lan, July 5, 1862, vol. V11, p. 201.

SMoOKY LocALITIES HELD RESPONSIBLE

Experience has already taught us in this war that
holding these smoky localities responsible for the
conflagrations within them has a very salutary effect.
. Letter to J. R. Underwood and H. Grider, Oct.

20, 1804, vol. X, p. 254.

RANK ON PAPER A SMALL MATTER

Truth to speak, I do not appreciate this matter of
rank on paper as you officers do. Letter to Gen.
Rosecrans, Mar. 17, 1803, vol. VIII, p. 228.

MERELY A QUESTION OF LEGS

Assuming this, it is for you a question of legs.
Put in all the speed you can. Telegram to Gen.
McDowell, May 28, 1802, vol. VII, p. 19_8,
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with every other man, we should never collect any
tax at all——Address to 104th Ohio Regiment,
Aug. 18, 1804, vol. X, p. 200.

ANY THINKING BETTER THAN NONE

It is better only sometimes to be right than at all
times to be wrong.——Address to the People of San-
gamon Go., Mar. 9, 1832,v0l. I, p. 8.

WORKING TOGETHER BRINGS SUCCESS

We can succeed only by concert. It is not “Can
any of us imagine better?” but, “can we all do bet-
ter?”, Annual Message to Congress, Dec. I,
1802, vol. VI1II, p. I 30.

DEEps, Notr WoRDS, WANTED

Tell him, when he starts, to put it through—not
to be writing or telegraphing back here, but put it
through. Letter to Sec. Cameron, June 20, 1801,
vol. V1, p. 294.

How 10 GET THINGS DONE

Determine that the thing can and shall be done,
and then we shall find the way. . . . How to do
something and still not do too much is the desidera-
tum. Speech on Internal Improvements, June 20,

1848, vol. 11, p. 40,
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Nort FooLED BY GIRLS

Others have been made fools of by the girls, but
this can never with truth be said of me. I most em-
phatically, in this instance, made a fool of myself.
Letter to Mrs. O. H. Browning, Apr. I, 1838,
vol. 1, p. g2.

FEELING TOWARD WOMEN

Whatever woman may cast her lot with mine,
should any ever do so, it is my intention to do all in
my power to make her happy and contented; and
there is nothing I can imagine that would make me
more unhappy than to fail in the effort. Letter

to Miss Mary Owens, May 7, 1837, vol. I, p. 53.

Nor SATISFIED WITH BLOCKHEADS

I have now come to the conclusion never again
to think of marrying, and for this reason—I can
never be satisfied with anyone who would be block-
head enough to have me. Letter to Mrs. O.
H. Browning, Apr. I, 1838, vol. I, p. 92.

PLEAD ONLY WHAT YoU MUST

In law, it is good policy to never plead what you
need not, lest you oblige yourself to prove what you
cannot. Letter to U. F. Linder, Feb. 20, 1848,

.vol. II, p. 3.
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every artifice to work round, befog and cover up
with many words some point arising in the case
which he dared not admit and yet could not deny.
Mexican War Speech, Jan. 12, 1848, vol. I, p.

337-

GROOMSMAN TO His RivAL

In getting Baker the nomination I shall be fixed
a good deal like a fellow who is made a groomsman
to a man that has cut him out and is marrying his
own dear “gal.” Letter to Joshua F. Speed, Mar.
24,1843, v0l. 1, p. 201.

REeADY TO HANG THE PANEL

A jury too frequently has at least one member
more ready to hang the panel than to hang the
traitor. Letter to Erastus Corning, June I2,
1863, vol. VIII, p. 303.

MoB LAw NoT A REDRESS

There is no grievance that is a fit object of redress
by mob law. Lyceum Address, Jan. 27, 1837,

vol. I, p. 44.

SEVERITY NoT BEST POLICY '

The severest justice may not always be the best
policy——Message to Congress, July 17, 1802, vol.
VII, p. 283.
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LEADING RULE FOR ALL CALLINGS

The leading rule for the lawyer, as for the man of
every other calling, is diligence. Leave nothing for
to-morrow which can be done to-day. Notes for
a Law Lecture, July 1, 1850, vol. II, p. 141.

How PuBLIC PURPOSE IS INDICATED

The most reliable indication of public purpose in
this country is derived through our popular elec-
tions. Annual Message to Congress, Dec. 0,
1864, vol. X, p. 304.

TRUST THE PEOPLE WITH THEIR OWN

We see it, and to us it appears like principle, and
the best sort of principle at that—the principle of
allowing the people to do as they please with their
own business——Speech in Congress, July 27,
1848, v0l. 11, p. 04.

DiSSOLUTION OF THE UNION IMPOSSIBLE

All this talk about the dissolution of the Union is
humbug, nothing but folly. We do not want to dis-
solve the Union ; you shall not. Speech at Galena,
Ill.,, Aug. 1, 1850, vol. II, p. 2935.

SPIRIT OF THE CONSTITUTIQN...-

It is said the devil takes care of his own. Much
more should a good spirit—the spirit of the Consti-
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by freeing some and leaving others alone, I would
also do that——Letter to Horace Greeley, Aug. 22,
1862,v0l. VIII, p. 16.

DEVOTED TO PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD

With my consent, or without my great displeas-
ure, this country shall never witness the shedding
of one drop of blood in fraternal strife. Reply to
Gov. Curtin, Feb, 22, 1801, vol. V1, p. 101.

. SUGAR-COATED REBELLION

With rebellion thus sugar-coated, they have been
drugging the public mind of their section for more
than thirty years.——Message to Congress, July 4,
1801, v0l. V1, p. 313.

No CHICKENS FRoM SMASHED EGGS

Concede that the new government of Louisiana is
only what it should be, as the egg to the fowl, we
shall sooner have the fowl by hatching the egg than
by smashing it——Last Public Address, Apr. 11,
1805,vo0l. X1,p. 91,

THORN IN ANIMAL'’S VITALS

This rebellion can only eke out a short and feeble
existence, as an animal sometimes may with a thorn
in its vitals, Letter to Gen. Halleck, Sept. 21,
1803, vol. I1X, p. 132.
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ests of the people, and who, to say the most of them,
are. taken as a mass, at least one long step removed
from honest men. I say this with the greater free-
dom because, being a politician myself, none can
regard it as personal.——DBank Speech, Jan., 1837,
vol. I, p. 27.

PAYING THE FIDDLER GENEROUSLY

It is an old maxim and a very sound one that he
that dances should always pay the fiddler. Now, sir,
if any gentlemen, whose money is a hurden to them,
choose to lead off a dance, I am decidedly opposed
to the people’s money being used to pay the fiddler.
Speech before Illinois Legislature, Jan., 1837,
vol. I, p. 23.

VULNERABLE HEELS MAKE FAST TIME

“The Democrats are vulnerable in the heel but
they are sound in the head and the heart.” The
first branch of the figure—that is, that the Demo-
crats are vulnerable in the heel—I admit is not
merely figuratively, but literally true. . . . It
seems that this malady of their heels operates on these
sound-minded and honest-hearted creatures very
much like the cork leg in the comic song did on its
owner: which, when he had once got started on it,
the more he tried to stop it, the more it would run
away. Speech on Sub-Treasury, Dec. 20, 1839,
vol. I, p. I30.
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PuTTING THE Foor DOWN FIRMLY

The man does not live who is more devoted to
peace than I am, but it may be necessary to put the
foot down firmly. Address to New Jersey Assem-
bly, Feb. 21, 1801, vol. V1, p. 154.

PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATISM

I am very glad the elections this autumn have
gone favorably, and that I have not, by native de-
pravity or under evil influences, done anything bad
enough to prevent the good result. I hope to
“stand firm” enough to not go backward, and yet not
go forward fast enough to wreck the country’s cause.
Letter to Zachariah Chandler, Nov. 20, 1803,
vol. IX, p. 213.

DEVOTION TO THE UNION

I have said nothing but what I am willing to live
by, and, if it be the pleasure of Almighty God, to
die by.——Address in Independence Hall, Philadel-
phia, Feb. 22, 1801, vol. V1, p. 156.

SELF-GOVERNMENT AND DESPOTISM

N ——

When the white man governs himself, that is self-
government; but when he governs himself and also
governs another man, that is more than self-govern-
ment—that is despotism. Speech at Peoria, Ill.,
Oct. 106, 1854, vol. II, p. 227.
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every right thinking man shall go to the polls, and
without fear or prejidice vote as he thinks. Notes
for Speeches, Oct. 1, 1858, vol. IV, p. 235.

No APPEAL FROM BALLOT TO BULLET

Among free men there can be no successful appeal
from the ballot to the bullet, and they who take such
appeal are sure to lose their case and pay the cost.
Letter to James C. Conkling, Aug. 20, 1803,
vol. IX, p. I01I.

TRUE LAW OF DIVINE RIGHT

No man is good enough to govern another man
without that other’s consent.——Speech at Peoria,
Ill., Oct. 16, 1854, vol. I1, p. 228.

PREPARATION FOR TYRANNY

Familiarize yourself with the chains of bondage
and you prepare your own limbs to wear them. Ac-
customed to trample on the rights of others, you
have lost the genius of your own independence and
become the fit subject of the first cunning tyrant
who rises among you. Fragment of Speech at
Edwardsuville, I1l., Sept. 13, 1858, vol. X1, p. IT0.

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS A NATURAL LAw
T . S i g

L TP

I believe each individual is naturally entitled to
do as he pleases with himself and the fruit of his
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dent lie.” The Fourth of July has not quite dwin-
dled away; it is still a great day—for burning fire-
crackers!!! Letter to George Robertson, Aug I35,
1855, vo0l. I, p. 279.

DouGLAS’ “POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY”

He discovered that the right to breed and flog ne-
groes in Nebraska was popular sovereignty.——
Speech at Paris, Ill., Sept. 8, 1858, vol. X1, p. 106.

THE ISOLATION OF GENIUS

Towering genius disdains a beaten path.——
Lyceum Address, Jan. 27, 1837, vol. I, p. 46.

SMOKE THE BEST WITNESS

We better know there is fire whence we see
much smoke rising than we could know it by one or
two witnesses swearing to it. The witnesses may
commit perjury, but the smoke cannot.——Letter to
J.R. Underwood and H. Grider, Oct. 20, 1864, vol.

X, p. 254.

BORED BY BAD HANDWRITING

I have already been bored more than enough about
it; not the least of which annoyance is his cursed,
unreadable, and ungodly handwriting. Letter to
William H. Herndon, Jan. 19, 1848, vol. I, p. 351.
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ADDING THE WEIGHT OF HoGS

This is as plain as adding up the weight of three
small hogs.——Letter to Harrison Maltby, Sept. &,
1850, vol. 11, p. 297.

GRANDSON OF MILLIKEN’S BEND

The writer . . . isa grandson of “Milliken’s
Bend,” near Vicksburg—that is, a grandson of the
man who gave name to Milliken’s Bend. Letter.
to Sec. Chase, Oct. 20, 1803, vol. IX, p. 183.

FATHER OF WATERS UNVEXED

The Father of Waters again goes unvexed to the
sea.——Letter to James C. Conkling, Aug. 20,
1863, vol. IX, p. 100.

TERRITORIES OF THE MOON

Now this provision . . . had no more direct
reference to Nebraska than it had to the territories
of the moon. Speech at Peoria, Ill., Oct. I0,
1854, vol. I1, p. 213.

Li1KE A KICKING GUN

This opinion of Mr. Jefferson, in one branch at
least, is, in the hands of Mr. Polk, like McFingal’s
gun—“‘bears wide and kicks the owner over.”
Speech on Internal Improvements, ]une 20, 1848,
vol. I1, p. 39.
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SETTING THE HUMAN EEL-TRAP

The fisherman’s wife whose drowned husband was
brought home with his body full of eels, said when
she was asked what was to be done with him, “Take
the eels out and set him again."——Reply at Gales-
burg Debate, Oct. 7, 1858, vol. IV, p. 279.

IRISHMAN AND NEwW Boors

How could we make any entirely new improve-
ment by means of tonnage duties? The idea that we
could, involves the same absurdity as the Irish bull
about the new boots. “I shall never git ’em on,”
says Patrick, “till I wear ’em a day or two, and
stretch ’em a little.”——Lecture on Internal Im-
provements, June 20, 1848, vol. I1, p. 42.

PuGNAcIoUS EXCHANGE OF OVERCOATS

I remember being once much amused at seeing two
particularly intoxicated men engaged in a fight with
their great coats on, which fight, after a long and
rather harmless contest, ended in each having fought
himself out of his own coat and into that of the other.
Letter to H. L. Pierce and Other:, Apr. 6,
1859,v0l.V, p. 125. ~

NEw MEN MADE FROM OLD

A fellow once advertised that he had made a dis-
covery by which he could make a new man out of an
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FIRST INVENTION A JOINT OPERATION

The very first invention was a joint operation, Eve
having shared with Adam the getting up of the
apron. And, indeed, judging from the fact that sew-
ing has come down to our times as “woman’s work”
it is very probable she took the leading part,—he,
perhaps, doing no more than to stand by and thread
the needle. That proceeding may be reckoned as the
mother of all “sewing societies” and the first and
most perfect “World’s Fair,” all inventions and all
inventors then in the world being on the spot.
Lecture on Discoveries, Inventions and Improve-

ments, Feb. 22, 1859, vol. V, p. 100.

LAST SHRIEK ON RETREAT

His idea was that it would be considered our last
shriek on the retreat. Account of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, Feb. 0, 1804, vol. X, p. 2.

LAST oF OLD SERPENT'S TAIL

The last tip of the last joint of the old serpent’s
tail was just drawing out of view. Reply at Alton
Debate, Oct. 15, 1858, vol. V, p. 46.

WHO SHOULD BE SLAVES

I have always thought that all men should be free;
but if any should be slaves, it should be first those
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LET HiIM ENJoy WHAT GoD GAVE

All T ask for the negro is that if you do not like
him, let him alone. If God gave him but little, that
little let him enjoy——Speech at Springfield, Ill.,
July 17, 1858, vol. I11, p. 180.

WRECKED NEGRO ON THE PLANK

If it was like two wrecked seamen on a narrow
plank, where each must push the other off or drown
himself, I would push the negro off,—or a white man
either; but it is not: the plank is large enough for
both. Speech at New Haven, Conn., Mar. 0,
1860, vol. V, p. 352.

To KEEP THE JEWEL OF LIBERTY

They [negroes in Louisiana] would probably help,
in some trying time to come, to keep the jewel of
liberty within the family of freedom. Letter to
Gowernor Hahn, Mar. 13, 1804, vol. X, p. 39.

NEITHER SLAVE NOR WIFE

I protest against the counterfeit logic which con-
cludes that, because I do not want a black woman
for a slave I must necessarily want her for a wife.
I need not have her for either. I can just leave her
alone.——Speech at Springfield, Ill., June 27, 1857,
vol. I1, p. 329.
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SOUTHERN ABOLITION AND NORTHERN SLAVERY

We know that some Southern men do free their
slaves, go North and become tip-top Abolitionists,
while some Northern ones go South and become most
cruel slave-masters. Speech at Peoria, Ill., Oct.
10,1854,vo0l. 11, p. 200.

CurTING EACH OTHER’S THROATS

How much better . . . than to sink both the
things to be sold and the price of it in cutting one
another’s throats? Appeal in Favor of Compen-
sated Emancipation, July 12, 1802, vol. V11, p. 272.

EvErRY Dror OF BLoOD

If it [the war] continue until all the wealth piled
by the bondman’s two hundred and fifty years of un-
requited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of
blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another -
drawn with the sword. Second Inaugural Ad-
dress, Mar. 4, 1805, vol. XI, p. 40.

DIFFERENT IDEAS OF LIBERTY

The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep’s
throat, for which the sheep thanks the shepherd as
his liberator, while the wolf denounces him for the
same act, as the destroyer of liberty, especially if the
sheep was a black one. Plainly, the sheep and the
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posed to take a batch of young snakes and put them
there with them, I take it no man would say there
was any question how I ought to decide. Speech
at New Haven, Conn., Mar. 6, 1800, vol. V, p. 347.

FIRE FROM CAKE OF TALLOW

It’s a lie, and not a well told one at that. It grins
out like a copper dollar . . . as for getting a
good, bright passable lie out of him, you might as
well try to strike fire from a cake of tallow.——Let-
ter from the Lost Townships, Aug. 27, 1842, vol. I,
p. 220.

ENTANGLED HEAD AND TAIL

In one faculty, at least, there can be no dispute of
the gentleman’s superiority over me, and most other
men; and that is, the faculty of entangling a subject,
so that neither himself, nor any other man can find
head or tail to it. Speech before Illinois Legisla-
ture, Jan. [7], 1837, vol. I, p. 20.

LoONG AND SHORT oF IT

Let the judge go on, and after he is done with his
half hour, I want you all, if I can’t go home myself,
to let me stay and rot here; and if anything happens
to the judge, if I cannot carry him to the hotel and
put him to bed, let me stay here and rot. Reply
at Jonesboro Debate, Sept, 15, 1858, vol. IV, p. 69.
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came away. . . . I was not at Stillman’s defeat,
but I was about as near it as Cass was to Hull’s sur-
render; and like him, I saw the place very soon after-
wards.——>Speech in Congress, July 27, 1848, vol.

11, . 75.

‘MARKS AND BRANDS DESCRIBED

I am, in height, six feet four inches, nearly; lean
in flesh, weighing on an average one hundred and
eighty pounds; dark complexion, with coarse black
hair and gray eyes. No other marks or brands recol-
lected. Letter to J. W. Fell, Dec. 20, 1859, vol.
V.p. 288.

Lovep FLATTERY BUT GOT LITTLE

I was not very much accustomed to flattery, and it
came the sweeter to me. I was rather like the
Hoosier with the gingerbread, when he said he reck-
oned he loved it better than any other man, and got
less of it. Reply at Ottawa Debate, Aug. 21,
1858, vol. I11, p. 238.

ATTENTION TO THE SOAP QUESTION

Some specimens of your soap have been used at
our house and Mrs. L. declares it is a superior
article. She at the same time protests that I have
never given sufficient attention to the “soap ques-
tion” to be a competent judge. Letter to Professor
Gardner, Sept. 28, 1800, vol. V1, p. 60.
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TEACHING THE “THREE R’S”

No qualification was ever required of a teacher
beyond “readin’, writin’ and cipherin’” to the rule
of three.- If a straggler supposed to understand
Latin happened to sojourn in the neighborhood, he
was looked upon as a wizard. Letter to J. W.

Fell, Dec. 20, I_58Q<))ol,§/, p. 287.

TASK GREATER THAN WASHINGTON’S

I cannot but know what you all know, that with-
out a2 name, perhaps without a reason why I should
have a name, there has fallen upon me a task such
as did not rest even upon the Father of his Country.
Address to Ohio Legislature at Columbus, O.,
Feb. 13, 1801, vol. V1, p. 121.

HUGGED BY A RUSSIAN BEAR

Just to think of it! right at the outset of his can-
vass, I, a poor, kind, amiable, intelligent gentleman
—1I am to be slain in this way. Why, my friend
the judge, is not only, as it turns out, not a dead lion,
nor even a living one—he is the rugged Russian bear.
Speech at Chicago, Ill., July 10, 1858, vol. I11,
. 20.

NONSENSE HURTS NoOBODY

In my present position it is hardly proper for me
to make speeches. Every word is so closely noted









